[Serum soluble adhesion molecules in patients with sarcoidosis].
We measured serum soluble adhesion molecules levels in patients with sarcoidosis. The serum levels of soluble ICAM-land L-, E-, and P-selectin were significantly elevated in patients with sarcoidosis compared with healthy volunteers. However, there was no significant difference in serum soluble VCAM-1 levels between the patients and healthy volunteers. A significant correlation was observed between serum soluble L-selectin levels and the number of lymphocytes in the bronchoalveolar lavage fluid of patients with sarcoidosis. Although higher levels of serum soluble adhesion molecules were present in accordance with the clinical stage of sarcoidosis, the differences were not statistically significant. There was a significant correlation between serum ACE and soluble ICAM-1 or VCAM-1 levels. These findings suggest that soluble adhesion molecules may play an important role in the pathogenesis of sarcoidosis.